






The Grand Hotel is the first five-star hotel in 
Taiwan, with a 14-story palace-style building 
standing midway up Yuanshan in Taipei. Its main 
building was completed in 1973 during a tumultuous 
time in Taiwan’s history. Due to the tense political 
situation at that time, two secret passages underneath 
the main building to its east and west wing were 
well-planned and coordinated to serve as emergency 
evacuation routes for state-level guests, such as 
heads of state and dignitaries of the Republic of 
China and our allied countries. Before the secret 
passages were opened to the public, there had been 
rumors that they were such constructed to lead 
directly to the Presidential Office of the Republic 
of China, the Chiang Kai-shek Shilin Official 
Residence or Taipei Songshan Airport, which added 

some mysterious legends to both of the secret 
passages.

In recent years, the Grand Hotel has successively 
unveiled the mysteries of both the East Secret 
Passage and West Secret Passage. The East Secret 
Passage is 67 meters long, with 84 steps. It is 
specially designed to be circuitous to avoid pursuing 
enemy and the linear motion of bullets. In addition to 

awls" densely packed on the roof of the passage can 
serve as noise barriers to make it difficult for the 
pursuing army to locate and track down those who 
are evacuating through the passage. There are 43 
explosion-proof lamps installed all along the 
East Secret Passage to ensure both brightness 
and safety. If an explosion occurs, the 
fragments of the lamps will not splash 
and cause secondary damage. The exit 
of the secret passage is connected to 
the Yuanshan Mystery Garden.

The West Secret Passage is 85 meters 
long, installed with 52 explosion-proof 
lamps. The interior of the passage is like a 
winding tunnel. There is also a 20-meter-long 
cement slide at the entrance, designed to facilitate 
emergency evacuation. Next to the slide are 74 
steps, which connect to the flat path paved with 
cement, leading to the Jiantan Park. At that time, 

in addition to Cho-cheng Yang, an internationally 
renowned Chinese architect based in Taiwan, a 
German-American engineer who had participated in 
the construction of bunkers during World War II was 
also invited to join the entire construction project 
during the planning and construction phases for both 
of the secret passages.
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To Explore Legends of Its Secret Passages

Originally established in 1952, the Grand Hotel has received 
more than 100 heads of state as well as countless envoys, 
dignitaries, and celebrities all around the world. 
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The West Secret Passage has a 20-meter-
long s l ide  at  the  entrance to  faci l i tate 

emergency evacuation.
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