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Biden administration officials are in preliminary
‘conversation"about options for stabilizing post—
war Gaza, including a proposal for the Pentagon
to help fund either a multinational force or a
Palestinian peacekeeping team.

The options being considered would not
involve U.S. troops on the ground, according to
two Defense Department officials, all granted
anonymity to discuss the close—door diplomatic
and military negotiations. Instead, DoD funding
would go toward the needs of the security force
and complement assistance from other countries.

Asked for comment, a senior administration
official said "we are working with partners on
various scenarios for interim governance and
security structures in Gaza once the crisis
recedes," declining to detail specifics. "We've had a
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number of conversations with both the Israelis and
our partners about key elements for the day after
in Gaza when the time is right.

And Israel is reluctant to have these
conversations until it defeats Hamas military and
secures the release of hostages being held by the
group. Some officials within the Israeli government
have called for Israel to occupy Zaza after the war,
a proposal the U.S. oppose. One of the officials
added that aid could be used for reconstruction,
infrastructure, humanitarian assistance and other
need.
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Originally established in 1952, the Grand Hotel has received

more than-100-heads of state as-well-as-countless-envoys,

dignitaries, and celebrities all around the world.
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Reported by Pei-chian Liu
Translated by Warren King

The Grand Hotel is the first five-star hotel in
Taiwan, with a 14-story palace-style building
standing midway up Yuanshan in Taipei. Its main
building was completed in 1973 during a tumultuous
time in Taiwan’s history. Due to the tense political
situation at that time, two secret passages underneath
the main building to its east and west wing were
well-planned and coordinated to serve as emergency
evacuation routes for state-level guests, such as
heads of state and dignitaries of the Republic of
China and our allied countries. Before the secret
passages were opened to the public, there had been
rumors that they were such constructed to lead
directly to the Presidential Office of the Republic
of China, the Chiang Kai-shek Shilin Official
Residence or Taipei Songshan Airport, which added

some mysterious legends to both of the secret
passages.

In recent years, the Grand Hotel has successively
unveiled the mysteries of both the East Secret
Passage and West Secret Passage. The East Secret
Passage is 67 meters long, with 84 steps. It is
specially designed to be circuitous to avoid pursuing
enemy and the linear motion of bullets. In addition to
the reinforced concrete, the uneven "soundproofing
awls" densely packed on the roof of the passage can
serve as noise barriers to make it difficult for the
pursuing army to locate and track down those who
are evacuating through the passage. There are 43
explosion-proof lamps installed all along the
East Secret Passage to ensure both brightness
and safety. If an explosion occurs, the
fragments of the lamps will not splash
and cause secondary damage. The exit
of the secret passage is connected to
the Yuanshan Mystery Garden.

The West Secret Passage is 85 meters
long, installed with 52 explosion-proof
lamps. The interior of the passage is like a
winding tunnel. There is also a 20-meter-long
cement slide at the entrance, designed to facilitate
emergency evacuation. Next to the slide are 74
steps, which connect to the flat path paved with
cement, leading to the Jiantan Park. At that time,

in addition to Cho-cheng Yang, an internationally
renowned Chinese architect based in Taiwan, a
German-American engineer who had participated in
the construction of bunkers during World War II was
also invited to join the entire construction project
during the planning and construction phases for both
of the secret passages.

The West Secret Passage has a 20-meter-
long slide at the entrance to facilitate
emergency evacuation.
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WARRIOR'S ART & CREATIVITY




