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The Australian Army will now receive fewer
Redback infantry fighting vehicles than planned as
the government redirects funding toward long—
range strike systems and littoral maneuver craft.

The government's recent "Defense Strategic
Review" recommended the Army pivot from
a "balanced" structure of equally equipped
combined arms brigades to a "focused" force able
to meet the changing threat in the Asia—Pacific
region."The current Australian Defense Force (
ADF ) force structure is based on a 'balanced’
force model that reflected a by—gone era," the
report stated.

This refocus includes an enhanced long-range
strike capability for multiple domains of warfare;
a fully enabled and integrated amphibious
combined arms land system; and a mobile, joint
expeditionary theater logistics system with the
ability to supply a force beyond Australia's shores
for an extended period of time.

'"The Defense Strategic Review" recommended
the accelerated acquisition of additional M142
High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems as well as

—mEEE—

local manufacturing of weapons to ensure stocks
are maintained.For the Australian Army, this has
meant a significant reduction in the number of
AS21 Redback infantry fighting vehicles it planned
to acquire.
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