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Ethnic Serbs in northern Kosovo had tried to  BEBERFRSZER °
block recently elected ethnic Albanian officials IS AT G IR "RIRKE SRS

EEEGR / BREL)

FX:

Serbia condemned NATO-led peacekeepers
stationed in neighboring Kosovo for their alleged
failure to stop "brutal actions" by Kosovo police
against ethnic Serbs, and said that its armed
forces stationed near the border will remain on the
highest state of alert.

NATO spokesperson Oana Longescu urged
"institutions in Kosovo to de-escalate immediately"
and called on all parties "to resolve the situation
through dialogue."

from entering municipal buildings. Last month's
snap local election was largely boycotted by ethnic
Serbs and only ethnic Albanian or other smaller
minority representatives were elected in the
mayoral posts and assemblies.

President Aleksandar Vucic has stepped up
combat readiness several times. The conflict in
Kosovo erupted in 1998 when separatist ethnic
Albanians rebelled against Serbia's rule, and Serbia
responded with a brutal erackdown. NATO's
military intervention in 1999 eventually forced
Serbia to pull out of the territory. Washington and
most EU countries have recognized Kosovo as an
independent state.
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