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The deployment in Ukraine of the Skynex air
defense system built by Rheinmetall is raising the
product's profile and sparking new orders from
around the world, the company has said.

Ukraine on Dec. 31 received a Skynex battery
built in Italy by the firm's subsidiary Rheinmetall Italia

and is now operational, according to the division's
chief executive, Alessandro Ercolani. Ukraine is to
receive another battery in March, under a contract
worth about € 160 million (U.S. $174 million .

Skynex is an evolution of the firm's Skyguard
system, which has been sold to sixty countries.
Skynex features a 31-mile—range radar, a command
post and four guns, each equipped with electro—
optical sensors and a tracking radar. The guns are
able to fire 1,000 35mm rounds a minute, hitting a
target 2.5 miles away.

"We started designing Skynex a decade ago
to counter asymmetric threats like mortars,
which meant it was ready to be used against more
recently evolving threats like drones and loitering
ammunitions," Ercolani said. "lts advantage is that
it was conceived to counter small, low and slow
threats, and it is cost effective compared to using a
missile worth millions to take out a drone."
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