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The U.S. Navy's amphibious ships are as much of
a Swiss Army knife as the Marine Expeditionary units
that deploy aboard them. They function as miniature
aircraft carriers, launchers for small watercraft, and
global transports for thousands of personnel and
their accompanying vehicles and weapons.

A June update to Force Design 2030 calls, in
part, for a "holistic mothership experimentation
campaign plan" that addresses how the Corps, prized

amphibious ships might house and launch unmanned
aircraft and vessels, along with an undefined array of
other warfighting technology.

'‘Amphibious warfare ships are the cornerstone
of maritime crisis response, deterring adversaries,
and building partnerships," the document states."In
the future, Amphibious warfare ships will offer
even more capability, serving as 'motherships' for a
variety of manned, unmanned, and human-machine
teamed systems."

"Given the exponential growth of anti-access
and area-denial capabilities, coupled with
the increasing range of sensors, and expanding
weapons—engagement zones, we will begin
experimenting with Amphibious platforms as
motherships to distribute and extend the range of
our capabilities," the updated document explains.
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