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Islamic State group extremists yesterday said
they had carried out an attack in northern Irag that
killed nine police officers, setting off a roadside
bomb before machine—gunning survivors.

The attack in the Kirkuk area—which police
said left nine federal officers dead-is one of the
deadliest in Irag in recent months.

Islamic State fighters attacked "a police patrol
detonated an explosive device, then attacked them
with machine guns and hand grenades," the group
said in a statement on the Telegram messaging
platform.

A federal police officer, speaking on condition
of anonymity, said the bomb blast hit a vehicle
transporting members of Irag's federal police near
the village of Shalal al-Matar.
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It was then followed by "a direct attack with
small arms," the officer said, adding that "an
assailant has been killed, and we are looking for the
others."

Mohammed Shia al-Sudani condemned the
violence as a "cowardly terrorist attack." Iragi security
forces continue to carry out counterterrorism
operations against the group, and the deaths of
Islamic State fighters in airstrikes and raids are
regularly announced.
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