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The US State Department approved the potential
sale of 50 M1 Abrams tanks and other equipment
to the Gulf nation of Bahrain in a deal worth an
estimated $2.2 billion.

The Island nation, which is a close ally of the
US in the Middle East and hosts the US Navy's
5th Fleet, requested 50 of the General Dynamics
M1A2 SEP V3 (Systems Enhanced Package)
Abrams variants as well as combat recovery
vehicles, assault bridges, machine guns and a host
of other equipment.

'"The proposed sale will improve Bahrain's
capability to meet current and future threats by
providing the capability to participate in regional
operations with the United States and other
U.S. partner nations," the US Defense Security
Cooperation Agency said. "Bahrain will have no

I:..?,%ENIE—'

difficulty absorbing this equipment into its armed
forces."

The M1A2 SEP V3 is currently the most
advanced Abrams in operation. The US military was
planning a relatively modest upgrade to a SEP V4
variant, but the Army announced in September it
was crapping that plan to pursue a more ambitious
next—generation Abrams.

For Foreign Military Sales, the amount of
equipment and price point can change as
negotiations continue, and lawmakers could always
step in to block the deal.
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