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For decades after signing an armistice in 1953
to end combat in the Korean War, South Korea has
been producing and stockpiling a huge supply of
artillery shells in case it has to fight North Korea
again.

Now, as Ukraine burns through its ammunition
and faces a critical shortage in its war with Russia,
Kyiv's Western allies are intensifying their focus on
South Korea to directly contribute, despite Seoul's
policy that bans such support for countries at war.

Leaked U.S. confidential documents that

I:. BEBIE—

purportedly show South Korea grappling with the
U.S. request to supply lethal weapons to Ukraine
have renewed pressure on President Yoon Suk
Yeol's administration to supply lethal weapons to
the war effort.

Seoul has repeatedly said it would stick to its
export control policy while finding other ways
to support Ukraine, wary of the impact on trade
with Russia and the potential that Moscow would
retaliate by helping North Korea advance its nuclear
and weapons program.

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki on
Tuesday called on Biden to broker an agreement
that would allow South Korea to transfer
155-millimeter shells that he said Ukraine
desperately needs.

"We spoke to South Korea about this, the
weapon delivery and delivery of ammunition,"
Morawiecki said in an interview with the New York
Times.
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