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The Reciprocal Access Agreement, Japan's
first with any country, would allow Australian
and Japanese militaries to work seamlessly
with each other on defense and humanitarian
operations, Morrison said.

‘Japan is our closest partner in Asia as
demonstrated by our special strategic
partnership, Australia's only such partnership
——an equal partnership of shared trust between
two great democracies committed to the rule
of law, human rights, free trade and a free and
open Indo-Pacific." Morrison said.

Kishida called the agreement a "breakthrough"
and said ties with Australia would remain a
model for security cooperation with other
countries, a Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
official told a news conference.

The question of Japan's security role is
likely to figure prominently at "two-plus—two"
talks today between the foreign and defense
ministers of Japan and the US.
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The RAA is a bilateral defense and security
pact between the government of Australia and
Japan.
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