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The Indian Army has launched a tender for
155mm towed howitzers, with suppliers able to
register to compete for a contract by March 8.
the Defense Ministry last year stated the weapon
would "become a mainstay of artillery forces of
Indian Army."

According to the tender document, the Army
plans to buy 52-caliber, 155mm artillery weapons
under the Buy Indian— IDDM acquisition category.
That process requires the participation of an Indian
vender that indigenously designed, developed and
manufactured its product with at least half of its
content, in terms of cost, domestically sourced.

The towed gun systems are to be no heavier
than 15 tons, and they must be able to fire
existing 155mm rounds to a distance of 40—-plus
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kilometers ( 25—plus miles ). Its minimum service
life must be 20 years, including a minimum barrel
life of 1500 equivalent full charges.

Local media reports estimate the Army could buy
approximately 1200 towed gun systems, but that
an initial order would likely involve 400 howitzers
worth about 65 billion rupee ( U.S. $783million ).
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