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The U.S. Army's new watercraft will cost more
than double the original price tag to build, according
to the service's acquisition chief.

The unit cost, after the most recent contract
negotiations with Maneuver Support Vessel (Light)
builder Vigor Industrial, increased from $27.8 million
to $63.1 million, a spokesperson for the acquisition
chief confirmed.

Army officials have stressed the importance of
building up a new watercraft fleet to contend with
operations, particularly in the realm of contested
logistics, in the Indo-Pacific region. "Like a lot of
first—in—class in shipbuilding, costs were higher than
expected," Doug Bush, the Army acquisition chief,
told Defense News. "We found all the problems in
building a vessel like that. And then our vendor -
there were some challenges they had with their
parent company that we had to work through. But
we're now, | think, clear and running on that one."

The problem "faced significant changes in
economic conditions such as increased material

cost, supply chain disruptions, workforce
availability and labor rate increases," Bush's
spokesperson said in a statement to Defense News.
Increases in material cost made up 75% of the
growth, the spokesperson added, with labor and
overhead accounting for the remainder.
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