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FX:

Australia's national interest lies in a region that
is open, stable, peaceful and prosperous. The
Australian government is working with its partners
to bring about a strategic environment that is
characterized by a regional balance, where no actor
concludes the benefits of military action outweigh
the risks.

But if diplomacy and deterrence do not deliver,
we need the military capability to defend ourselves

and our interests, in concert with our partners. That
means prioritizing capabilities that will discourage
anyone from taking actions against our national
interests.

In support of this objective, the government has
laid the blueprint for investment in a major focused
force able to hold any potential adversarial forces at
risk and at a greater distance from Australia's shores.

Australia cannot rely on overwhelming force
to deter. We need to focus on capabilities and
partnerships that deliver an asymmetric advantage.

Our acquisition of conventionally armed, nuclear-
powered submarines through the AUKUS
partnership is integral to achieving this goal.
Submarines are an asymmetric capability designed
for deployment anywhere to generate uncertainty
and increase the threat of costs for an adversary.
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