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The Marine Corps announced it was cutting
infantry battalion's scout sniper platoons and
replacing them with scout platoons focused on
reconnaissance.

Previously, Marine infantry battalions has scout
sniper platoons, made up of formally trained
marksman who also had reconnaissance skills,
along with Marines who received on-the—job
training.

The change from 18-Marine scout sniper
platoons to 26—Marine scout platoons comes
as the Marine Corps is restructuring the force in
preparation for potential conflict with a powerful,
high—tech adversary like the Chinese military. One
of the service's top priorities in this overhaul, called
Force Design 2030, is to improve the Marine's

reconnaissance capabilities.

"The shift to a Scout Platoon will allow those
Marines to focus their training and evaluations on
scouting, providing commanders the right tools
to accomplish their mission," Marine spokesman
Capt. Ryan Bruce told Marine Corps Times.

The Marine Corps isn't getting rid of snipers
altogether: The service still will train snipers
through the Reconnaissance Training Center and
the Marine Raider Training Center.

These reconnaissance snipers will be distributed
within reconnaissance battalions, rather than
infantry battalions. And some infantrymen will
be trained as precision marksman, for infantry
battalion commanders to make use of as needed.
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Muzha Park in Wenshan Dlstrlct

Bearing Wltnesto Hlstorlcal Changes
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AL . ‘ = Lake, the concrete gate frame once used

for access control is a relic which bears

Reported by Xin yi Liu
Translated by Warren King

Muzha Park covers a total area of 40,664 square
meters on a hill in Wenshan District, Taipei City.
There are slopes and ponds in the above-mentioned
area which was used as grazing land and military
barracks before being turned into Muzha Park in 1978
in accordance with the government policy to promote
community-based welfare. Tsuei Lake in the park was
once the extension part of the Grass Mountain Chateau,
one of the former President Chiang Kai-Shek's villas
across Taiwan. In those days, the former President
Chiang Kai-Shek and Madame Chiang, Soong Mei-
ling, would take a walk along the trail surrounding the
lake, making it earn the exquisite appellation “Little
Cihu” compared with Cihu (literally translated as
“Benevolent Lake™), a serene lakeside property near

4@There are dense trees in

Muzha Park, making it earn
the title of “Peach Garden
of Wenshan District” and
“Backyard of Taipei City.”
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Daxi in Taoyuan County.

Muzha Park is situated on a hill, with its height of
65 meters above sea level. The hill is a key terrain,
where a military fortification was once constructed
upon, during the Japanese colonial era. At present,
this stronghold’s remnant battlements are pretty much
regarded as a symbolism to isolate the park from the
hustle and bustle of urban life in Taipei rather than
as a defensive parapet used in the past to shelter
those in the fortified position from attack from the
outside. Walking up a flight of concrete stairs is just
like passing through a secret tunnel under the canopy
formed by mature tree crowns, which leads to a large
lawn, lush and green, and the Children’s Playground.
Within a short distance from the site, there comes the
Bamboo Plaza embellished with elegant man-made
landscape. In addition, there is also an area installed
with outdoor fitness equipment as well as the Outdoor

witness to historical changes.
Zitf 1 BB E HREEREHIF
IERIEET » REEEEE

#Muzha Park is-situated
on a hill, where there are some
remnants-of the abandoned
barracks, which channel a
somewhat military vibe.

AEAEBLELE - BE
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Classroom with a square in front of a trellis pavilion.

Tsuei Lake is the most bewitching part of the park.
The lake was once a water point, a water source
developed for military use, which was served as an
emergency water source to supply the nearby barracks.
Along with its historical significance for military
purposes, Tsuei Lake is an inland body of water amidst
a natural valley, serving as a paradise for ecosystems.
Sufficient food sources in and around the lake as well
as the big trees all around provide natural habitats
for birds, which make the area around Tsuei Lake an
ideal nesting site for both Formosan Blue Magpie
and Crested Goshawk to lay their eggs and raise their
offspring yearly. It is definitely a natural classroom
for people to relate to species in their natural habitats
while fostering a sense of environmental ethics.
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