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South Korea said it plans to launch its first domestically
built spy satellite to better monitor rival North Korea, which is
expending its arsenal of nuclear weapons.

The plan was unveiled days after Pyongyang failed to follow

through on a vow to make a third attempt to launch its own
reconnaissance satellite, likely because of technical issues.

The first military spy satellite is to be launched from
California's Vandenberg Air Force Base, South Korean Ministry
of National Defense spokesperson Jeon Ha—gyu told reporters.
The satellite is to be carried by SpaceX's Falcon 9 rocket.
Under a contract with SpaceX, South Korea plans to launch
four more spy satellites by 2025, South Korea's Defense
Acquisition Program Administration said.

South Korea has no military spy satellites of its own and
relies on US spy satellites to monitor moves by North Korea.
The possession of its own spy satellites would give South
Korea an independent space—based surveillance system to
monitor North Korea in almost real time.
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