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Canada is deploying tanks on an overseas
mission for the first time in more than a decade,
but the future for the country's armored fleet
remains uncertain.

The first of 15 Canadian Leopard 2 tanks have
arrived in Latvia in mid—November as part of efforts
to shore up NATO's presence in that Eastern
European nation. While that is taking place, work is
underway in the Canadian Army to determine how
best to maintain and support the aging tank fleet
while deciding whether to replace the platforms.

According to Defense Department
spokeswoman Jessica Lamirande, an estimated
CA$1.5 billion ( U.S. $1.1 billion ) will go toward
the new Leopard long-term support contract.
That agreement will see maintenance and support
services for the Leopard 2 fleet in place until the
tank's forecast end of life, currently scheduled for
2035.

"The scope of work will include key services
such as maintenance support, upgrades as
required, supply chain management, engineering
support and technical support for the Canadian
Leopard 2 fleet," she said.

The Canadian Army had 82 Leopard 2 main battle
tanks, but donated eight to Ukraine as it fights a
Russian invasion.Canada has identified German
firm Krauss—Maffei Wegmann as the sole-source
provider for the long—term deal.
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